· Leadership Retreats
· Couples Retreats
· Outdoor Education (4th–7th)
· Men & Women Retreats
· Family Camps & Retreats
· Parent & Child Retreats
· Middle & High School Retreats
· Young Adult Retreats
· Children & Pre-teen Camps

TYPES OF CAMPS & RETREATS:

SEVEN CAMPS / CONFERENCE CENTERS
(Located in Ventura County)

OJAI VALLEY

&

(Located in the San Bernardino Mountains)

MILL CREEK CANYON

• • • TWO LOCATIONS • • •
• ENGAGE THE WORLD •
• E X P E R I E N C E T R A N S F O R M AT I O N •
• ENCOUNTER JESUS •

Southern California’s Largest Collection
of Christian Camps & Conference Centers

FOREST HOME
TRAIL GUIDE

Spend time admiring the wildlife and the views, as well as the peace and quiet afforded by
the diversity of God’s Creation. Take advantage of the beauty that surrounds Forest Home.

*All trails originate from the suspension bridge.

NEVER HIKE ALONE!

Before adventuring out on a hike, inform your leader of your travel plans, destination and
who is in your group. Don’t forget to bring water, plan accordingly and never go off the trail.

TRACKS

In the instance you come across an animal track, no need to over-react. You may study it, but
also be aware of your surroundings. Below are some of the tracks you may see out on your hike.
(TRACKS NOT TO SCALE. MOST FOUND IN MILL CREEK CANYON. NOT ALL FOUND AT OJAI VALLEY.)

RACCOON

The raccoon track is distinctive and easily identified. Raccoons have five toes
on the front and hind feet. In general the front tracks are about 2.25 inches
long, while the hind tracks are about 3.125 inches long. Raccoon tracks are also usually paired, with
the left hind foot placed beside the right forefoot as the animal walks along.

PRAYER WALK

Approx. 1⁄8 mile
Connect to God through nature and prayer. A serene and secluded trail
that offers you the opportunity to walk out a piece of your spiritual journey.

FACILITY MAP &
RECREATION GUIDE

INSPIRATION TRAIL

Approx. 7⁄8 mile
This classic trail provides spectacular views of the valley and camp below.
Trail ascends to a moderate dirt road and leads to Inspiration Point.

OUTPOST LOOP

Approx. 3⁄8 mile
This trail meanders through dense Manzanita (California’s State Shrub)
and other native species of wildlife. It leads to the rustic camping area
called the Outpost.

CHALLENGE COURSE TRAIL

Approx. 3⁄8 mile
Enjoy the tall trees, winding streams, and blackberry bushes unique to
this part of camp. This trail follows alongside the Hatchery Creek and
through the largest grove of Alders on the property.

MOUNTAINVIEW LOOP

Approx. 1¼ miles
This expedition is a challenging trail through parts of rocky terrain that
provides scenic views of the canyon.

DEER

The shape of the deer track varies somewhat with the type of ground
on which the animal lives. On soft soil, as in some woodlands, the
toes are likely to be relatively more pointed. On hard, rocky ground the hoofs are worn enough to
produce blunt tips. Generally the length of an adult deer track is between 2.375 and 3.25 inches long.
Tracks left by fawns are generally 1.375 inches long.

BOBCAT

Bobcat tracks are fairly distinctive. A typical bobcat track is about 1.75
inches long by 1.875 inches wide. The track is more rounded than that
of the coyote or dog and shows no claw marks. The ball pad of the bobcat is distinct from that of the
coyote in that the front border is two-lobed. The principal difference between the front and hind
tracks is the somewhat smaller ball pad of the hind foot. Tracks tend to be slightly longer than wide,
though this is not always evident, as it depends on the spread of the toes.

COYOTE

The coyote’s front foot is larger than the hind foot. Front tracks in soft mud
are 2.25 to 2.75 inches long and 1.75 to 2.375 inches wide. The hind tracks
in mud are 2 to 2.375 inches long and 1.5 to 1.875 inches wide. Note the differing patterns in the heel
pads of the front and hind tracks in the figure. When the imprint is not on soft ground, coyote tracks may
not show the claws. Some dog tracks may be easily confused with Coyote tracks even when the tracks

HIDDEN FALLS TRAIL

Approx. 3⁄8 mile
Take a trek along this challenging trail with a vertical gain of over 500
feet, within 3/8 of a mile. At the highest elevation of the trail there is a
spectacular view of the entire canyon in both directions. Immediately
following the summit is a steep decent into a sheltered valley hiding
the seasonal waterfalls that give this trail its name.

LAKEVIEW TRAIL

Approx. ¼ mile
Enjoy a decent ascent up to the view of Lake Mears. A route commonly
used to get from Creekside to Lakeview with incredible scenery.

MILL CREEK CANYON
& OJAI VALLEY

are well defined. Coyote tracks tend to be more oval-shaped and compact than those of dogs. Nail marks
also are less prominent and the tracks tend to follow a straight line more closely than those of dogs.

MOUNTAIN LION

Mountain lion tracks rarely show the claws. As with other cats, the front
foot is the larger, and the toes tend to spread widely when the animal is running. The width of tracks
varies from 3 to more than 4 inches, and can be much greater in certain types of snow.

BLACK BEAR

In general the front tracks are 3.5 inches wide, while the hind tracks are 7
inches long and 3.5inches wide. The round pad of the front foot may not

All trails listed are located on Forest Home property and are illustrated on the opposite side of this
guide. To hike on local trails in the San Bernardino National Forest, please visit the Ranger Station at
the corner of Highway 38 and Bryant Street. Hiking permits and local maps may be purchased there.

always register and the claw marks are not always present. The “big” toe
of the bear foot is the outer one, not the inner one as with the human foot. Often the “little” (inside)
toe leaves no mark in dust or shallow mud, so the footprint appears to be four-toed.

