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Winter Camp is Coming! 
We have been planning, preparing, and praying for your weekend at camp. We are so excited to have you join us this winter. Our theme is Expedition based on Psalm 25:4-5. Students are invited to come away from their daily lives to spend time with God and seek His path for their lives. Students are confronted daily with different messages vying for attention and attempting to direct their future. We want students to walk away refreshed knowing God has their futures in His hands.
We have some awesome speakers lined up for you this winter who are busy preparing messages for you students. We are excited for awesome times of worship, fun whole group games, awesome free time options as well as delicious milkshakes. We want to provide you with all the information you need so once you arrive, you are able to sit back and spend quality time pouring into your students. 
This letter is full of helpful information for you to communicate to your campers before you arrive.
Check-In
Before you arrive at camp, you will need to log on to your CircuTree account to see if any students are missing medical forms as well as if there is an unpaid balance on your account. To ensure a smooth check-in process, call any parents of students who have not completed the medical form.  Check-In begins at 4:30pm.
Once you arrive at camp, proceed to Blinko Lounge where Ashley Renfroe will have your room assignments and keys ready to hand over once we ensure all students have filled out medical forms and there is no remaining balance. We will have staff waiting to show you and your students to their cabins. We will have Stagecoach, our coffee shop, open during check in so your students can enjoy hot chocolate or coffee once they get unpacked. We will also have The Den open for your students to play board games or Pines Lodge as a warm place to hang out. Dinner starts at 7pm in Forest Center Dining Room and there will be a Counselor Meeting in Hormel Hall at 8pm. 
Once you arrive at Forest Home, feel free to find anyone with a Forest Home name tag to answer any questions.



Weather
Weather at camp can be rainy, snowy, or just plain cold! We cannot control the weather, but we do our best to prepare for it.  It is advised that campers follow the packing list and carry a jacket on the bus so they will be prepared upon arrival. The ground is usually wet from melted snow so we recommend putting sleeping bags and pillows in a waterproof bag. For real time weather updates, please visit: foresthome.org/about/weather-mill-creek-canyon
First Aid
The State of California has implemented new health code requirements for California camps.  With these requirements come a few changes to how we handle medical related items here at Forest Home during winter camp.  Please note these are VERY IMPORTANT because they pertain to state law. Please take a few moments to carefully read through the new few paragraphs. 

Health Screening: Each camper is required to undergo a health screening before arrival at camp, but no more than 24 hours prior to the start of camp. Please perform the health screening for each camper in your group prior to boarding the bus/carpool, complete the Health Screening Form with each camper and counselors name. Please note that any ill campers or counselors should not come to camp until they are well. They may be sent home. 
Medication: All medication will be collected upon your arrival. Each camper must have their medication in the original containers with proper prescription labels, as well as original bottles for over the counter medications. Please put them in a plastic bag that is labeled with the student’s name and group name. This includes the medication of any adults who will be staying in cabins with minors. The Health Techs on duty will distribute medication during each meal and can be found in the First Aid Station to distribute medication as needed throughout the weekend. Essential Oils are considered medicine and will be collected with other medicines. Please remember to have medications in the original container when turning them in. Sunday-Saturday pill containers will not be accepted as pills are loose and unlabeled. 


Expected Medicines: Before you arrive, log on to your CircuTree account for a list of medicines you should expect to receive from campers. Print this list so you can check off medicines you receive. Confirm with parents if they will not be sending any medicines on the list with the campers. This will help save time checking in medicines at camp. 

Cell Phones
Forest Home is committed to providing a place of sanctuary and solitude so we ask campers to leave all electronics, including cell phones, at home. We want students to enjoy the beauty of God’s create without the distraction of social media and situations happening down the mountain. Forest Home can not be held liable for any electronics that go missing while at camp. As counselors, we expect you to lead by example in cabins and public areas. We can arrange a place for counselors to check email, make calls or do homework. Feel free to ask any questions you may have along the way.  
Church Debrief

Forest Home exists to partner with the church. Our desire to create spaces for you to meet as a church to share what God has been doing throughout the weekend, develop community, and talk about what it looks like going back home. We have Church Debrief scheduled for Sunday morning, but we can provide a meeting space for your church at any point throughout the weekend. Let us know ahead of time if there is anything we can do to make your time at camp more enjoyable. 
Food Allergies

Our Food Service team is fervent in providing options for your dietary needs, and our online registration system makes this easier. Please ensure that all dietary requests are indicated on your online medical form. Our chefs are trained on being able to meet most dietary and allergy needs of our guests, such as: egg allergy, dairy intolerance, gluten intolerant and vegetarian diet. If any student has a combination of these, we recommend they bring their own food. The following allergies we cannot provide an equal


 alternative for: vegetarian with soy allergy, Celiac, soy/vegetable oil allergies, nitrate allergy or intolerance, vegan diet, soy allergy. If you have any questions, feel free to call or email Natalie Cook or Ashley Renfroe. 
Celiac Guests: Due to the safety and care for our guests, all campers who are Celiac are required to bring their own food. The food must be brought up it in air tight pre-portioned microwavable containers. Due of the fact that we have a working bakery in the kitchen we want to avoid the possibility of wheat particles floating through the air and land on the food (deli meat, eggs, salad, fruit, etc.) Microwaves are available in our dining room. We will be happy to store the food in our refrigerator.
*Please note that many allergies can be very severe, and we cannot fully guarantee that every item served is 100% free from airborne particles or other means of cross-contamination. There are also other areas in camp that may cause reactions that are out of our control, such as in retail locations, vending machines or other campers that may bring snacks. Although we do our best to accommodate certain dietary restrictions, we cannot always provide an equivalent to what is being served. Along with the items we do provide, we encourage our guests to bring items such as snacks or desserts that may not be provided so that you and/or your group have the greatest experience possible. Our desire is that every guest has a great food and dining experience at Forest Home. 
Final Count & Additional Spots

We need your final count and male/female breakdown 2 weeks prior to your arrival. We do not assign housing until we receive these numbers to ensure adequate housing for your group. If you would like additional spots, contact Ashley Renfroe (909.389.4465) and she will do her best to accommodate requests as she receives them. 

Additional Camper Costs
We have a great program in store for your campers that is all-inclusive in the camp cost.  However, there are also some additional extra costs you will want to make your campers and counselors aware of such as swag and snacks. The Clubhouse serves up Adventure Mountain Sundaes, milkshakes, fries and Forest Home swag. Stagecoach Coffee Co. serves up a variety of espresso coffee drinks and blended beverages. Laser tag costs $5 per game. All these will be available to students during free time.
Non-Conference Guests
Due to space and liability issues, please do not invite anyone up to camp for any length of time who is not a paid guest. Your cooperation with this will be extremely helpful. If your senior pastor or another church staff member will be visiting, let Natalie know ahead of time and she will arrange the necessary forms. If you have any questions, please let Natalie know and she will be happy to help answer any questions. 
A Safe Place
At Forest Home, we care about the safety of our campers in every regard.  During the Friday night Counselor Meeting, I will walk all counselors through steps and policies that both the Forest Home staff, our guest counselors and campers are expected to follow. We want to ensure every students is safe to encounter Jesus at Forest Home.

We look forward to having you at High School Winter Camp! 

Ashley Renfroe Reservations Associate
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